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This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create learning that is contextualised to their classroom. It can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own program, assessment, or scope and sequence, or be used as an example of how the new curriculum could be implemented. The resource has suggested timeframes that may need to be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs of their students.


[bookmark: _Toc112681289][bookmark: _Toc184216745]Overview
Description: this teaching support resource addresses Thinking and working geographically, providing examples of how students can engage with the the geographical tool of maps. The lessons in this resource are designed to allow students to build understanding of this 
geographical tool through a range learning activities and can be applied where appropriate across Geography 7–10.
Duration: this learning sequence is designed to be completed in approximately 1 hour.
[bookmark: _Toc184216746]Outcomes
A student:
GE4-TAP-01 selects and uses geographical tools to acquire and process geographical information
GE5-TAP-01 applies and evaluates a range of geographical tools to acquire and process geographical information
Geography 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.


[bookmark: _Toc184216747]Learning sequence 1 – field sketches
Note: the guide to teaching field sketches is designed to be used as a support resource for teachers addressing Thinking and working geographically. This resource is not guiding teaching and learning of a specific topic content in Geography 7–10; rather, it provides resources and strategies that can be applied contextually at any point across the stages.
[bookmark: _Toc184216748]Syllabus content
Fieldwork instruments are to be integrated into Stage 4 and Stage 5 as appropriate: compasses, global positioning systems (GPS), geographic information systems (GIS), fieldwork transects, measuring equipment, weather instruments, identification charts, testing equipment and photographic devices.
Fieldwork is used to collect and observe data through one or more senses, using geographical tools such as maps, graphs or spatial technologies to identify connections and draw conclusions. Fieldwork may involve measuring, collecting and recording data, and developing and conducting surveys or interviews.
[bookmark: _Toc184216749]Learning intentions and success criteria
Note: these learning intentions and success criteria are general and should be contextualised to suit your school and students’ needs.
[bookmark: _Toc184216750]Learning intentions
Students learn about:
key features of field sketches
the purpose of conducting a field sketch.
[bookmark: _Toc184216751]Success criteria
Students will be able to:
construct a field sketch
explain how a field sketch assists in investigating characteristics of a local place.


[bookmark: _Toc184216752]Field sketches
Field sketches are drawings made while in the field. Field sketches have many uses, including to:
ensure careful observation
assist in keeping an accurate record of what is observed in the field
assist in describing places to other people.
Figure 2 provides an example of a field sketch based on the location shown in Figure 1.
[bookmark: _Ref170478155]Figure 1 – photograph of Shelly Beach in East Ballina
[image: Photograph showing grass and a fence in the foreground, a footpath and signs and a sandy beach in the middle ground and the ocean and vegetated dunes in the background.]
As shown in Figure 2, a field sketch is divided into 3 sections.
Foreground: the area nearest to you. Objects are larger and more detailed.
Middle ground: the area slightly further in the distance. Objects become smaller and less detailed.
Background: the area furthest away, including the horizon. Objects are smaller and drawn in less detail.
Notes and annotations are important features of field sketches. Labelling important objects and noting observations assists when using the field sketch throughout the geographical inquiry.
[bookmark: _Ref170802090]Figure 2 – field sketch of Shelly Beach Ballina
[image: A hand drawn field sketch of Figure 1 with annotations identifying features including a beach shower, No dogs and pedestrian crossing signs, location marker, footpath, fence, Shelly Beach and the Pacific Ocean. The notes include the sketch was made north-facing and the SLS Club building is directly behind where the field sketch was drawn.]
Complete a See, Think, Wonder routine using Figure 2.
What do you see in the field sketch?
What stands out?
What features do you notice?
How does it compare to Figure 1?
What do you think about the field sketch?
What could be the purpose of the field sketch?
What do you learn from it?
What geographical inquiry questions could this be used for?
How do you think it could be used in a geographical inquiry?
What do you wonder about the field sketch?
Are there any questions you have about the field sketch?
Note: probing questions to support the See, Think, Wonder activity include:
· How is a field sketch different to a photograph?
· What can you learn about the characteristics of the beach in Figure 2 that you couldn’t from the photograph in Figure 1?
· What advantages are possible for drawing a field sketch as opposed to drawing a line drawing from a photograph?
· How might the time difference between taking a photograph and creating a line drawing impact on your study of a place?
· Why might you use a hand drawn field sketch instead of using digital tools?
· How might field sketches assist in making predictions about the future of a field study site?
[bookmark: _Toc184216753]Working in the field
Note: for this task, identify an appropriate location to conduct a field sketch. It is easier to draw a field sketch of a location with obvious distinguishing features such as a cliff, significant landform or building. The video Conducting a field sketch (4:50) may prove helpful in explaining how to teach drawing a field sketch or be used in the context of a lesson.
Conduct all fieldwork undertaken off school site in accordance with the NSW Department of Education Excursions policy.
Provide students with cardboard, scissors, a clipboard, paper, pencil and a ruler for the activity. Teachers can pre-prepare step 1. A template has been provided in Appendix 1 – viewing frame template that matches the proportions for the field sketch template in Appendix 2 – field sketch template. Print Appendix 1 in an enlarged format on A3 paper.
Teachers may choose to skip step 1 and have students use their hands to identify their frame of reference for the field sketch.
Use the following steps to construct a field sketch.
Cut a hole in a piece of cardboard the same shape as you want your sketch to be. Usually this is a rectangle, approximately 30 cm by 25 cm. Appendix 1 can be used as a guide.
Hold the frame at arm’s length.
Draw the main features of the land as seen through the frame using Appendix 2.
Observe the scene again and add in any other smaller details.
Complete your sketch by adding labels, annotations of key observations, the name of the location, Latitude and longitude (4:24) of the site and date you made the sketch.
Review your field sketch and compose 3 Geographical inquiry (2:59) questions that could be applied to the site you were observing.
Note: when using assessment as learning in the classroom, peer and self-assessment is an effective approach to enhance the learning of students. Explicitly teaching students how to assess their own work, and the work of their peers, has many benefits. It promotes student understanding of their learning and provides opportunities for critical analysis of their own efforts encouraging them to become more autonomous learners. See three before me (C3B4Me) peer assessment requires students to share their work with 3 peers before submitting to the teacher.
Exchange your field sketch and 3 geographical inquiry questions with 3 of your peers in the class. Provide feedback for your peers on their field sketch and inquiry questions. Some ideas you might like to consider in your feedback are listed below.
How effective is the field sketch in illustrating the field location?
How well presented is the field sketch? Is it easy to read?
How well labelled is the field sketch?
Is there enough relevant information provided with the field sketch, for example, latitude and longitude, and the date the sketch was drawn?
How effective are inquiry questions in providing scope for further geographical investigation?
Is there a better way to word any of the inquiry questions?
Before submitting your field sketch and inquiry questions to your teacher, use your peer feedback to amend and improve your work.

[bookmark: _Appendix_1_–][bookmark: _Toc184216754]Appendix 1 – viewing frame template
[bookmark: _Hlk158208073]The following page contains a viewing frame template that can be printed and used for suggested learning activities.
[image: A rectangle with lines across it and the text 'Cut out shaded box to make viewing frame'.]

[bookmark: _Appendix_2_–_1][bookmark: _Toc184216755]Appendix 2 – field sketch template
This page contains a field sketch template that can be printed and used for suggested learning activities.
[image: A rectangle broken into 3 parts labelled foreground, middle ground and background. On either side of the rectangle is the heading 'notes and annotations'.]

[bookmark: _Appendix_2_–][bookmark: _Toc112681297][bookmark: _Toc184216756]References
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