
Are you good at …? – Sei bravo/a in…? story cubes
This resource is for the teacher. It provides the content and instructions you need to share with students.
Use the story cubes provided, or create your own using the template in this document or with the editable version on Canva.
Organise students into groups of 3 to 4, providing each group with a set of cubes. There are 2 cubes to include all the school subjects: Cubes 1a and 1b. Direct the students to alternate these for variety.
Show students the cubes and work with them to identify the questions they could ask about each cube, for example:
Cube 1a or 1b: Quale materia è?
Cube 2: Ti piace [subject]?
Cube 3: Sei bravo/a in [subject]?
(Cube 4: Perché?[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  This cube is to be used later in the learning sequence once students have learned to describe their subjects.] 

Sample conversation
Using the questions above as a scaffold, students interact to share details about their preferences for and strengths in school subjects by asking questions and answering them using the prompts on the cubes. Students take turns to ask the questions each time, choosing another student in the group to answer.
Student A rolls one of the ‘subject’ cubes [image: Geography. ] and asks Student B to identify the subject: Quale materie è?
Student B identifies the subject on the cube in Italian: È la geografia.
Student A asks Student B: Ti piace la geografia?
Student B rolls the ‘likes or dislikes’ cube and replies appropriately to the prompt (😖): Non mi piace per niente la geografia.
Student A asks Student B: Perché?
Student B rolls the ‘adjectives’ cube and replies appropriately to the prompt (difficult): È difficile.
Student A asks if Student B is good at the subject: Sei bravo/a in geografia?
Student B rolls the ‘good/not good at’ cube and replies appropriately to the prompt (✔): Sono bravo/a in geografia.
[image: ] Differentiation examples
The following strategies provide a starting point for how you can differentiate this activity for a range of learners. Adapt or design alternatives, to meet the needs of students in your class.
Students requiring additional support – consider including the Italian vocabulary on the cube, as well as providing the following scaffold:
Cube 1a or 1b: Quale materia è? È [name of subject].
Cube 2: Ti piace [subject]? Mi piace molto OR Mi piace OR Mi piace un po’ OR Non mi piace OR Non mi piace per niente [subject].
Cube 3: Sei bravo/a in [subject]? Sì, sono bravo/a in [subject] OR No, non sono bravo/a in [subject].
High potential and gifted students – allow students to create their own sentences based on the prompts each time. They may elect to include the adjectives cube and add an appropriate conjunction such as ma, perché or è so the sentence makes sense, for example, Non mi piace la matematica ma è utile. Students may want to also design their own competition, for example: Whose cubes are the most accurate when compared to the student’s own preferences? Or whose cubes make the silliest sentence?

Story cubes
[image: Story cube 1a.]
[image: Story cube 1b.]
[image: Story cube 2.]
[image: Story cube 3.] [image: Story cube 4.]

Blank template
[image: Blank template to be printed, cut out, folded and glued together to make a cube.]
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