
Supporting strategies – worked examples (Your turn)
Research has shown that learning from worked examples is often very effective and so is an important source of learning. To successfully learn from these types of examples, the learner must actively explain the solution steps to themselves or a partner.
This explicit teaching technique used in the Mathematics Curriculum team’s resources is an adaptation of the process made popular by Michael Pershan (2021), Craig Barton (2020), and John Hollingsworth and Silvia Ybarra (2017).
Process
Reveal the worked example to students.
Students read in silence.
Students individually think and explain to themselves what is happening in each step.
Students give a thumbs up to the teacher when they have finished reading and have some level of understanding.
Students join with a partner and take turns explaining what is happening in the worked example.
The teacher then reveals the self-explanation prompts and pairs discuss the answers.
The teacher randomly selects students to share their answers to the self-explanation prompts with the whole class.
Finally, the teacher reveals a ‘Your turn’ question for students to complete individually, before then displaying the solution.
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This process is then repeated, if necessary, for additional worked examples.
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Sample process
Figure 1 – example ‘Your turn’
[image: Four PowerPoint slides showing the your turn process. The first slide in the top left shows a worked example involving bar models. The second slide in the top right shows the previous slide with 2 self-explanation prompts. The third slide in the bottom left shows a your turn question for students to complete and the fourth slide in the bottom right shows the solution for the your turn problem.]
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Simultaneous equations (1)

Worked example

Use the bar model to find the value of x and y if x + y = 6and x —y = 6.
Step1
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Simultaneous equations (3)

Your turn - question

Use the bar model to find the value of x and y if st~y = 14and 2x +y = 7.
Stepl

Simultaneous equations (2)
Worked example
Use the bar model to find the value of x and y if x + y = 6and x —y = 6.
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Simultaneous equations (4)

Your turn - solution

Use the bar model to find the value of x and y if st~y = 14and 2x +y = 7.

Stept
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