
[bookmark: _Hlk134536603]Why are we using a play-based learning approach at our school?
Our teachers help children learn in a range of ways, including through play.
What does research tell us about play and learning?
Play-based learning suits children's brain development. Children learn when they:
are active and doing things
can touch and move things around
work with others and talk about what they are doing and learning
know how their learning relates to their home and community life
build on and extend what they already know and can do
are supported and challenged to learn more complex things
are given opportunities to express their ideas, thinking and preferences
make decisions about their learning.
When children engage in planned play-based learning experiences, they are doing all these things.
What is the teacher’s role in play?
Our teachers plan and provide play-based learning experiences that build on children’s interests. This motivates them to explore, investigate and try out new things. As the children play, teachers guide their learning. They do this by talking to the children about what they are doing, giving feedback and asking children questions to get them to think more deeply.
What does my child learn when they play?
As they play, children learn the academic skills that are required in the school curriculum as well as important skills and tools that will help them now and into the future, in all areas of their life, for example:
communicating and getting along with others
managing themselves and their emotions
thinking skills such as how to work through and solve problems
movement skills and coordination
concentration, focus and persistence
imagination and creativity.
Is my child learning all the English and mathematics they need to?
Yes. Our teachers carefully plan the experiences they provide for children to address all of the curriculum syllabus outcomes.
How does play help my child’s transition into school?
Children are already used to play-based learning when they start school. Continuing to learn through play at school helps them feel comfortable, confident and ready to learn new things.


How can I find out more?
We encourage you to read more about play-based learning. These are good places to start:
	[image: QR code linking to a video titled How play helps child development]
	How play helps child development (2:44)
Watch this short video to learn how play helps children develop. 
raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/play-school-age-development/play-helps-development
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	Learning potential 
Go to the ‘Primary School’ section of this webpage for ideas for helping your child learn at home. 
learningpotential.gov.au/

	[image: QR code linking to School age: play & development webpage.]
	School age: play & development
Read information about how school age children play and develop.
raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/play-school-age-development

	[image: QR code linking to the Maths Trains Brains webpage.]
	Maths Trains Brains
Discover resources, tips and tricks to help you navigate your child's maths education journey. 
education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/everyday-maths/primary
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