
¿Qué te gusta comer? blog
Read the following blog post from Felipe who lives in Spain. He has included details about his favourite foods, how often he eats certain foods and made comparisons between some foods and drinks. Answer the questions that follow in English. 
Reading comprehension
Hola, me llamo Felipe y vivo en Valencia en España con mis padres, mis dos hermanos y mi perro. Me gusta mucho la comida española. Prefiero el pescado y la carne. No me gusta mucho el pollo porque es soso. Como pizza o hamburguesa una vez a la semana pero todos los días como ensaladas y fruta.
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Mi hermano Miguel y yo. El fútbol es mi deporte favorito.
Nunca bebo café, prefiero la leche o el zumo de naranja. El café es más amargo que el zumo y no me gusta nada. A veces los refrescos los fines de semana. Los refrescos son más dulces que el zumo de naranja pero no son saludables.
Para el desayuno siempre como cereales con yogur y fruta. En la escuela como un bocadillo o una ensalada. No me gustan mucho las verduras pero son importantes para la salud. En casa a menudo como la comida italiana, mi padre es italiano y le gusta mucho cocinar espaguetis y lasaña. Son muy sabrosos, pero prefiero la comida española, por ejemplo la tortilla de patatas y la paella. ¡Son ricas!
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Me gusta mucho la comida española, por ejemplo la tortilla de patatas, la paella y los churros.
De postre me gustan mucho los churros con chocolate. Son dulces y más ricos que el helado.¿Y tú? ¿Qué te gusta comer?
Questions
Does Felipe prefer to eat fish, meat or chicken?
What reason does he give for his preference?
How often does he eat hamburgers?
What does he eat every day?
What reason does Felipe give for not liking coffee?
What comparison does he make between soft drinks and orange juice?
What reason does Felipe give for eating vegetables despite saying ‘no me gustan mucho’?
Why does he eat Italian food at home?
Which cuisine does he prefer?
What is his preferred dessert? How does he justify his opinion?


For the teacher
This text includes vocabulary which is likely to be unfamiliar to your students.
Introduce the reading activity by reviewing the strategies for understanding texts – find a couple of sample sentences with unfamiliar words and model the strategies for students. The strategy you choose should best meet the needs of students.
For example, you may ask students to:
underline words they know, and circle unfamiliar words
code texts, using ‘*’ for familiar words or structures, ‘+’ for new information, ‘!’ for ‘wow’ (something they find interesting) and ‘?’ for ‘I don’t understand’
colour code the text to identify prepositions, nouns, adjectives and verbs.
Alternatively, lead students through the following steps:
1. Do I know these words?
1. Do they look like English words (cognates)?
2. Can I extrapolate or guess the meaning from the context?
3. Help me, I need a dictionary!
Another approach is to read for context clues.
	Step
	Action

	1. Read and question
	Read the text carefully.
Frequently ask yourself ‘Does this make sense?’.

	2. Slow advance
	Notice when you don’t know the meaning of a word, and slow down.
Read that sentence at least once more, looking for clues.

	3. Stop and rewind
	If necessary, go back and re-read the preceding sentence, looking for clues that will help you figure out what the word or phrase might mean.

	4. Read and question
	When you think you’ve figured out what the word or phrase means, substitute your guess for the word or phrase.
If it makes sense, keep reading.
If it doesn’t, stop and rewind, and try again or check the meaning in a dictionary.


Students could also use their own strategies.
Allow students time to access the text and questions independently or, if preferred, in pairs. Provide vocabulary hints for students who need additional support.
Questions
1. Does Felipe prefer to eat fish, meat or chicken? He prefers fish and meat.
What reason does he give for his preference? He says that chicken is tasteless.
How often does he eat hamburgers? Once per week.
What does he eat every day? Salad and fruit. 
What reason does Felipe give for not liking coffee? He says it is bitter.
What comparison does he make between soft drinks and orange juice? He says that soft drinks are sweeter than orange juice but that they are not healthy.
What reason does Felipe give for eating vegetables despite saying ‘no me gustan mucho’? They are important for one’s health.
Why does he eat Italian food at home? His father is Italian and he likes cooking Italian food.
Which cuisine does he prefer? He prefers Spanish cuisine.
What is his preferred dessert? How does he justify his opinion? He really likes churros with chocolate, they are sweeter than more delicious than ice cream. 
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