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[bookmark: _Toc148094974][bookmark: _Toc148344456][bookmark: _Toc158643546]About this workbook
This workbook is designed to guide your thinking, reflections and plans for future action. In the workbook, you will find note-taking pages that complement the presentations and activities to help you engage with the content.
The note-taking pages feature focus questions specific to the content of the presentation. They also provide you with the opportunity to record your key take-aways and ideas.
The activity pages support you to work individually or collaborate with colleagues to consider how you can apply the content in your school context.
[bookmark: _Hlk151730529]This workbook can be printed double-sided or used digitally. If you have questions about the presentation, please connect with the Languages and Culture team via the Languages statewide staffroom or via email at languagesnsw@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc158643547][bookmark: _Hlk151730739]
Presentation overview
This presentation will provide purposeful and guided planning and reflection for the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus, and will focus on engaging students through reinvigorated pedagogy and meaningful content.
The presentation consists of a video and this workbook. Included in the video are 3 main sections:
Introduction
This animation provides background information about curriculum reform and why change is important.
‘Interacting’ in action
This recording unpacks interacting in the context of the syllabus and provides sample activities.
Q&A
This question-and-answer session, with members of the Languages and Culture team, addresses questions submitted by language teachers from a range of contexts in NSW public schools.
The presentation also includes opportunities for you to reflect and plan.
[bookmark: _Toc158643548]Learning intentions and success criteria
By the end of the presentation, participants will:
enhance their understanding of the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus
explore various ways that interacting can be embedded in the classroom
reflect on their teaching practices.
To demonstrate learning, participants will:
strengthen their teaching practices to align with the aim of the syllabus
identify one interacting activity from the presentation that they would like to adapt to their context and try in Term 2
set achievable goals for Term 2.
[bookmark: _Toc158643549]Alignment to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers
This presentation aligns with the following standards:
2.1 Content and teaching strategies of the teaching area
3.2 Plan, structure and sequence learning programs
3.6 Evaluate and improve teaching programs
6.2 Engage in professional learning and improve practice


[bookmark: _Toc158643550][bookmark: _Hlk150340757]Part 1 – Introduction 
Focus questions
· What is the aim of curriculum reform and how is it embedded in the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus?
· How can shifts in pedagogy make meaningful changes to teaching and learning?
· What impact do you want the syllabus to have on the students in your classroom?
	Key points
	Notes




[bookmark: _Toc158643551][bookmark: _Hlk151730788][bookmark: _Toc143504798][bookmark: _Hlk151572838]Part 1 activity – self-reflection
Now that you have watched the animation for Part 1, complete the self-reflection below. You can complete this at any time.
	Self-reflection
	Check

	Did you teach to the new Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus in Term 1?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you include formative assessment opportunities?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you include summative (for example, end-of-term) assessment?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	On reflection, were your students more engaged in Term 1 than previously?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	What was the biggest impact on student engagement, that you were able to influence?
	

	How did you change your pedagogy to align with the new syllabus?
	

	Did you reduce content compared to previous years?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you apply explicit teaching?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you use learning intentions and success criteria?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you backward map from the summative assessment task?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Did you get students to use the target language more in the classroom, for example, to initiate conversation or converse with peers?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	If yes, add details of techniques you used to get students to use the target language more in the classroom.

	The central goal of the syllabus is communication. Did you see an increase in communication in your classes in Term 1?
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No


[bookmark: _Hlk151573214]Considering your preparation to implement the syllabus in Term 1, what support did you access in 2023?
	Resource
	Check

	Term 1 statewide staff meeting – Interacting in the Modern Languages K–12 Syllabus (1:08:24)
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Term 2 statewide staff meeting – An introduction to the syllabus and our support (40:07)
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Term 3 statewide staff meeting – Assessment and the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus (44:15)
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Term 4 statewide staff meeting – Deep dive into a learning sequence from a unit of work for the new Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus (40:49)
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Language-specific resource launches
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Microlearning – Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus – from planning to practice in Years 7–10 (3 modules)
	  ☐ Yes	☐ No

	Network meetings – how many did you attend? (0–4)
	0  1  2  3  4
(circle the number of meetings you attended)

	Engaging with the new resources and/or support documents
	☐


Summary
The 3 key ideas that I would like to apply to my practice:
1.
2.
3.

[bookmark: _Toc158643552][bookmark: _Hlk150432410]
Part 2 – ‘Interacting’ in action
Focus questions
· What is ‘Interacting’?
· How is ‘Interacting’ different in the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus?
· What is ‘negotiating meaning’?
	Key points
	Notes


[bookmark: _Toc151321270][bookmark: _Toc151367532][bookmark: _Toc158643553][bookmark: _Hlk151730966]Interacting
[bookmark: _Hlk151573226]The central goal of the Modern Languages Syllabus K–10 (2022) is communicating in the target language. There are 3 focus areas – Interacting, Understanding texts and Creating texts.
 [image: ]
Interacting 
· Requires students to communicate with each other
· Is primarily done through oral language
· Must be reciprocal 
· Includes a degree of 'unknown' to support spontaneity
· Includes socialising with peers
[bookmark: _Toc151321271][bookmark: _Toc158643554]Part 2 activity – ‘Interacting’ in your classroom
What was your favourite ‘Interacting’ activity you did with students in Term 1?
	


Identify one ‘Interacting’ activity from the presentation that you like the most and explain why.
	


Identify one ‘Interacting’ activity from the presentation that you would like to adapt to your context and try in Term 2.
	


Check out our statewide staffroom post for more ‘Interacting’ ideas. Feel free to share an idea as well. We welcome ideas from all teachers across the state.
Summary
The 3 key ideas that I would like to apply to my practice:
1.
2.
3.


[bookmark: _Toc158643555]Part 3 – Q&A
Focus questions
· What new information did you learn from listening to the Q&A session that can assist you with teaching languages? 
· Is there anything you’d like to find out more about? 
· Is there something you would like to ask the Languages and Culture team, not covered in the session?
	Key points
	Notes


[bookmark: _Hlk151731028]Summary
The 3 key ideas that I would like to apply to my practice:
1.
2.
3.
[bookmark: _Toc158643556]Ongoing actions
Learning to use a new syllabus is a different journey for every language teacher in NSW. What’s important is that we all get to the same destination – engaging students in language learning and empowering them to communicate in the target language.
[bookmark: _Toc158643557]Transforming classrooms through the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus
We have created 2 downloadable posters, for display in your staffroom or to include in your planning documents, which summarise what is happening in classrooms when the intentions of curriculum reform and the new syllabus are being met.
[image: ]    [image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc158643558]Pulse check
If you feel you need some more time and/or support to fully engage with the syllabus and understand its intentions, we have also created a pulse check – where am I now and where do I want to go?
Expanding on the information in the posters, we have included an easy ‘first step’ for you to deepen your understanding.
Table 1 – Transforming classrooms through the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus
	[bookmark: _Hlk151738303]What is happening in the classroom?
[image: Checkmark with solid fill]
	Why does it matter?
[image: Comment Important with solid fill]
	Am I new to this? Is there room to grow?
	What can I do to learn more?
[image: Remote learning language with solid fill]

	Explicit teaching, using the latest language learning pedagogies.
	Adapting how and what we teach fosters innovation and relevance in language teaching.
Engaging pedagogy is one of the greatest motivators for students.
Teaching vocabulary and grammar in chunks, and ensuring students understand most of the language they read, hear or view, supports their ability to understand and use the language.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Explore our sample units to see the latest pedagogies in action. Then identify one activity you’ve never used before and try with students in the next week. Don’t forget to ask for their feedback!

	Students feel confident to use the language to communicate.
	Genuine communication happens when students can use the language in contexts that feel authentic and relate to them, rather than when they just know isolated vocabulary items without a clear purpose.
A spiral approach, where we recycle language structures through different topic areas and build on them in new contexts, supports communication.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	View our sample scope and sequence documents to see the spiral approach in action. Consider whether your approach supports students to build their language skills within and across topics. Highlight a structure from your current unit of work and consider how you will revisit the structure in a new context next term. 

	Students are interacting with spontaneity. 
	The ‘Interacting’ outcomes include content related to exchanging and negotiating meaning.
This means students are managing a degree of unknown in interactions, including when they may not understand or be able to express everything required.
This includes strategies we all use when naturally interacting, such as pausing to think, seeking clarification, rephrasing and even making mistakes and correcting ourselves.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Look at the ‘Interacting’ activities and tasks in our sample units to find ideas for how to support students to move from rehearsed to scaffolded to spontaneous interactions. These will guide you in embedding a degree of unknown. And remember, it is still okay for students to create and then rote learn or read aloud role-plays, but this would meet the ‘Creating texts’ outcomes (not ‘Interacting’ outcomes).

	All students are considered in lesson design and application.
	All students deserve the chance to feel valued in the learning process.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Review the grey ‘Differentiation’ boxes in our sample units of work – they show low and zero preparation examples of supporting all students. Then choose one of your planned teaching and learning activities and design adjustments to support the range of students in your class. Keep it simple. If you have to create a whole new activity, it won’t be sustainable. Design for inclusivity from the outset, tweaking where necessary.

	Formative assessment opportunities are regular and ongoing.
	Integrating formative assessment opportunities supports continuous improvement in language proficiency.
Formative assessment allows for regular demonstration of, and feedback on, progress.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	The exit tickets and mini tasks in our sample units showcase formative assessment and feedback opportunities. Try an exit ticket next week, and see if your students are doing as well as, or better than, you thought.

	Content is engaging for students, linking directly to their personal worlds.
	Designing lessons which deliver content related to the students’ personal world makes learning more relevant and relatable.
Syllabus content includes socialising and building relationships with peers.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Choose 2 of our sample units and search for ‘personal world’ and/or ‘socialise’ and explore the activities aligned with this content. Run a scan of your upcoming unit, and identify how your units are meeting this content or how you may need to modify them.

	Intercultural capability is embedded in language learning.
	Through the syllabus, students develop and apply their knowledge of the language and culture, in order to communicate in the target language.
This approach allows students to develop a better understanding of themselves and their sense of belonging.
It also allows students to consider the perspectives of others, contributing to their own social and emotional development.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Our sample units provide ideas for embedding culture authentically, in place of teaching culture as a standalone entity. For example, students don’t just learn about festivals, they invite a friend to attend one. Review one of your current units and identify any standalone culture content. Determine how you will link it to language learning.

	Lessons build a strong foundation for future learning.
	Seeing every Stage 4 student as a future Stage 6 language student helps us plan for success.
By backward mapping content and skills from Stage 6, we ensure the learning is relevant long term.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Review an assessment task from one of our Stage 4 units, and one from Stage 5. Identify what skills and structures students could use in Stage 6. Identify similar skills and structures in your own units.

	All students experience growth and success, through high expectations and appropriate support.
	Setting attainable high standards encourages students to strive for excellence, promoting better learning outcomes.
Providing scaffolding makes language learning accessible to a broader range of students.
	[image: Arrow: Slight curve with solid fill]
	Look at the activities in our units of work and see how we have scaffolded activities to set high expectations and provide support for students. Then, choose an activity you use often and design a more scaffolded approach.





[bookmark: _Toc151321274][bookmark: _Toc151367536][bookmark: _Toc158643559]Growth – making a concrete plan
After participating in this professional learning package for Modern Languages 7–10, it’s now time to make a concrete plan for action.
The aim of the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus is to enable students to become effective communicators in the target language, to develop intercultural capability and to develop enjoyment and interest in language learning. Teachers have the greatest impact on how well the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus achieves those goals. While change can be confronting and challenging, the concept of lifelong learning remains a cornerstone of our work.
‘If we’re growing, we’re always going to be out of our comfort zone.’ John Maxwell
Having reflected on where you are now in relation to understanding and using the syllabus to engage your students in language learning, it is time to evaluate and consider how you and your students will continue to grow and learn.
Based on your self-reflection:
· How can you bring the intentions of curriculum reform to life?
· What will it look like in your classroom?
· What is the first thing you need to do this week?
· What is your goal for the end of the term?
Use the guiding questions in the table below to establish a solid foundation for your plan for Term 2.
The plan does not have to be big; growth is growth.
	Questions
	Consider
	Notes

	Goal
What do you want to achieve in terms of enabling effective communication and developing enjoyment and interest in language learning for your students?
	What would you like to have happen that is not happening now?
Is your goal realistic? If not, revise it.
What will be the benefits of achieving this goal?
What will be the cost of not achieving this goal?
	

	Reality
Is the focus of your teaching program effective communication?
Are your students engaged and enjoying language learning in the classroom?
	On a scale of 1–10, where 10 is the ideal outcome and 1 is the worst outcome, where are you now?
How do you know this is accurate?
What are you already doing that will help you to achieve your goal?
What is not working, that is within your area of control?
	

	Options
What could you do to further enhance communication and interest in learning in your classroom?
	What are new options for achieving this goal?
What are the benefits and pitfalls of these options?
What approaches have you used yourself, or seen others use, in similar circumstances?
What advice would you give someone else who was in a similar position to you?
Who can you ask?
	

	Will
What will you do next?
	Which option(s) do you like the most for action during the coming week?
What will you do specifically?
	

	Tactics
How and when will you do it?
	What is the next small step to progress this option?
Precisely when will you take the next step?
Do you need to log the step in your diary or on a notepad?
	

	Habits
How will you sustain your success?
	What needs to be different about your thoughts, feelings, behaviours or environment to ensure you carry out these actions?
What might get in the way and how can you address that?
What support or structures are needed to maintain this?
What sort of person do you need to be to achieve the results you desire?
	


The questions have been adapted from Growth Coaching International’s principles.

[bookmark: _Toc158643560]Quick links
Not a member of the Languages Statewide staffroom? Scan the QR code or select this link to join.
[image: QR code - Statewide staffroom.]
Looking for the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus? Scan the QR code or select this link to take you there.
[image: QR code - syllabus.]
Want to take a deeper look at the new resources available on our website? Scan the QR code or select this link to see programming resources, generic resources and languages specific resources.
[image: QR code - Planning, programming and assessing languages 7–10.]
Join your local network, for opportunities to share ideas and grow your knowledge in a small, collegial group. Scan the QR code or select this link to find out which network is best for you and the network leader’s details.
[image: QR code - Language networks.]

[bookmark: _Toc158643561][bookmark: _Hlk151731113]Where to next?
If you have not already engaged with our resources or professional learning, please consider the following options.
[bookmark: _Toc158643562]Website
Have a look at our units of work. All units of work can be adapted to your own classroom context and are fully resourced. You can find these on our website – Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese and Spanish.
[image: Summary of Stage 4 units.]
[image: Summary of Stage 5 (Year 9) units.]
[image: Summary of Stage 5 (Year 10) units.]
[bookmark: _Toc158643563]Statewide staffroom
During Term 1, the Languages and Culture team posted regularly with ideas for Term 1 content for the Stage 4 mandatory 100 hours, aligned with our generic scope and sequence. Click on the links below to see some of these posts in Teams.
Link to post 1
Link to post 2
[bookmark: _Toc158643564]Evaluation
We value your feedback. Please complete the Modern Languages 7–10 evaluation to help us provide further support. 
[image: Modern Languages 7–10 evaluation QR code.]
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