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Critical thinking – 100-hour sample scope and sequence
This example is provided as a guide only. Schools will operate their department approved electives based on school and students’ needs and local context.
Table 1 – Critical thinking 100-hour scope and sequence
	Topic
	Timing
	Outcomes
	Assessment

	Core 1 – Understanding critical thinking
45 hours
	Term 1 and 2
18 weeks
	CT5-1, CT5-2, CT5-3, CT5-4, CT5-5
	Journal – A reflection of experience and learning

	Core 2 – Research skills to support the critical thinker
25 hours
	Term 2 and 3
10 weeks
	CT5-1, CT5-2, CT5-3, CT5-4, CT5-5
	Research task

	Option 1– Strategies used in business and war
15 hours
	Term 3 and 4
6 weeks
	CT5-4, CT5-5, CT5-6, CT5-7
	Debate

	Option 9 – School-developed option 15 hours
	Term 4
6 weeks
	Schools select the outcomes relevant to the study developed
	Case study and presentation


Additional information
Please complete the following feedback form to help us improve our resources and support.
The information below can be used to support teachers when using the sample scope and sequence for Critical thinking.
[bookmark: _Toc116638021]Rationale
Critical thinking is a form of purposeful thinking that emphasises evidence and reasoning. In today’s world, where information is readily available, critical thinking is becoming more important than remembering and recalling facts. Society values critical thinking because it is an interdisciplinary and transferable skill. It means that no matter what path or profession is pursued, critical thinking skills will always be relevant and useful.
Critical thinking skills include the ability to deconstruct, analyse, synthesise and reconstruct ideas while emphasising evidence and reasoning. Those skills are part of every toolkit for success in educational and professional arenas.
The Critical thinking course emphasises the fundamental attributes of critical thinkers and gives students a wide range of opportunities to transfer these skills across multiple disciplines. The course structure encourages students to think about thinking and transcend factual learning.
The core units introduce students to the key features of critical thinking, including how critical thinking is distinguished from other models of thinking. Students will learn about the process of argumentation and apply it to evaluate claims. Students will also gain practical research skills to collect information from various sources and evaluate their credibility.
A choice from the available options engages students in various areas of interest to reinforce the skills learnt from the core units. In addition, the options allow students and teachers to delve deeper into specific scenarios of interest. They will be guided to ask probing questions to strengthen their critical thinking skills and challenge their perceptions of the world around them.
After completing the Critical thinking elective, students will be able to apply critical thinking processes to analyse the strength and validity of information and claims. Those skills are valuable for learning in Stage 6. Critical and creative thinking is a general capability in most Stage 6 courses. By applying their critical thinking skills, students will deepen their understanding of content and skills across many disciplines.
[bookmark: _Toc119339804]Aim
The course aims to engage and encourage students to develop their critical thinking skills and recognise the key aspects of a critical thinking mind. They will develop the essential skills to evaluate the vast and diverse amount of information they encounter in their daily lives. This will help them face future challenges in a continually evolving world.
Purpose and audience
This resource is for teachers and leaders to provide examples of how outcomes can be mapped across the course. It also provides suggested patterns for assessment of learning at key stages in the course and models a possible sequence for core and option modules.
When and how to use this document
Use this document when designing a pattern of study for students to achieve course outcomes. The timing and combination of outcomes and assessment can be tailored to meet the needs of students in different contexts.
Differentiation
Differentiated learning can be enabled by differentiating the teaching approach to content, process, product and the learning environment. For more information on differentiation go to Differentiating learning and Differentiation.
When using these resources in the classroom, it is important for teachers to consider the needs of all students in their class, including:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Targeted strategies can be used to achieve outcomes for Aboriginal students in K-12 and increase knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal histories and cultures. Teachers should utilise students’ Personalised Learning Pathways to support individual student needs and goals.
· EAL/D learners. EAL/D learners will require explicit English language support and scaffolding, informed by the EAL/D enhanced teaching and learning cycle and the student’s phase on the EAL/D Learning Progression. In addition, teachers can access information about supporting EAL/D learners and literacy and numeracy support specific to EAL/D learners.
· Students with additional learning needs. Learning adjustments enable students with disability and additional learning and support needs to access syllabus outcomes and content on the same basis as their peers. Teachers can use a range of adjustments to ensure a personalised approach to student learning. In addition, the Universal Design for Learning planning tool can be used to support the diverse learning needs of students using inclusive teaching and learning strategies. Subject specific curriculum considerations can be found on the Inclusive Practice hub.
· High potential and gifted learners. Assessing and identifying high potential and gifted learners will help teachers decide which students may benefit from extension and additional challenge. Effective strategies and contributors to achievement for high potential and gifted learners help teachers to identify and target areas for growth and improvement. In addition, the Differentiation Adjustment Tool can be used to support the specific learning needs of high potential and gifted students. The High Potential and Gifted Education Professional Learning and Resource Hub supports school leaders and teachers to effectively implement the High Potential and Gifted Education Policy in their unique contexts.
All students need to be challenged and engaged to develop their potential fully. A culture of high expectations needs to be supported by strategies that both challenge and support student learning needs, such as through appropriate curriculum differentiation.
About this resource
All curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice contact the Teaching and Learning Curriculum team by emailing secondaryteachingandlearning@det.nsw.edu.au.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: This resource aligns to the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
This resource supports teachers to address Australian Professional Teaching Standards 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2, 7.2.2
This resource has been designed to support schools with successful implementation of new curriculum, specifically the NSW Department of Education approved elective course, Critical thinking © 2021 NSW Department of Education for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales.
The resource is produced to assist schools with promoting and implementing the course for the first time. As the course may be taught by teachers from a range of key learning areas, the resource is designed to support teachers from a variety of KLA expertise.
Department approved elective course: Critical thinking
Course outcomes: CT5-1, CT5-2, CT5-3, CT5-4, CT5-5, CT5-6, CT5-7
Author: Curriculum Secondary Learners
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: Scope and sequence
Related resources: Further resources to support Critical thinking can be found on the Department approved elective courses webpage including course document, sample scope and sequences, assessment materials and other learning sequences.
Professional learning: Join the Teaching and Learning 7-12 statewide staffroom for information regarding professional learning opportunities.
Universal Design for Learning Tool: Universal Design for Learning planning tool. Support the diverse learning needs of students using inclusive teaching and learning strategies.
Consulted with: Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships, Inclusion and Wellbeing, EAL/D, and Warrawong High School
Reviewed by: This resource was reviewed by Curriculum Secondary Learners and by subject matter experts in schools to ensure accuracy of content.
Creation date: 11 November 2022
Rights: © State of New South Wales, Department of Education
Evidence Base:
[bookmark: _Hlk117858813]The long-term vision is for a curriculum that supports teachers to nurture wonder, ignite passion and provide every young person with knowledge, skills and attributes that will help prepare them for a lifetime of learning, meaningful adult employment and effective future citizenship (NESA 2020:xi).
NESA registration process for the NSW government schooling system indicates ‘the scope and sequence of learning/units of work mapped against the content and outcomes.’ (NESA 2021a:11) To maintain a consistent approach, department approved electives need to maintain this approach. The sample scope and sequence shows an option to ‘plan the scope and sequence of lessons from the syllabus to systematically build student understanding of skills, concepts and content knowledge’ (CESE 2020a:11).
The scope and sequence is a sample, as ‘international evidence that increased local decision making in relation to the curriculum is associated with higher levels of student performance’ (NESA 2020:52).
NESA also acknowledge the importance of a quality scope and sequence to support teaching and learning. They indicate that essential elements to be included in a school’s documented curriculum are ‘a scope and sequence and associated learning programs for each course, including teaching activities mapped against NESA syllabus outcomes and content, and including registration and evaluation’ (NSW Department of Education 2021:7).
This sample scope and sequence aligns with this advice.
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