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[bookmark: _Toc53755078]Option 2: Aboriginal Peoples and the visual arts
The focus of this option is the diversity of visual arts practiced by Aboriginal Peoples. Students investigate the importance of visual arts to the survival of Aboriginal Peoples as unique groups within Australian society, and their importance in expressing the diversity of identities of Aboriginal Peoples. The option also explores how Aboriginal Peoples and non-Aboriginal people can have differences in their conceptual understanding of the visual arts. Issues surrounding cultural appropriation, the protection of intellectual and artistic copyright, and the varying and sensitive roles of individuals, communities, and language and cultural groups in the development and expression of visual arts by Aboriginal Peoples are investigated. The case study can form the basis through which Option 2 is studied, or it can be undertaken separately at any point throughout the option. 
[bookmark: _Toc53755079]Outcomes
A student:
AST5-1 describes the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity 
AST5-3 describes the dynamic nature of Aboriginal cultures 
AST5-4 explains adaptations in, and the changing nature of, Aboriginal cultural expression across time and location
AST5-7 assesses the significance of the roles of Aboriginal Peoples locally, regionally, nationally and internationally 
AST5-8 analyses the range of relationships between Aboriginal Peoples and non-Aboriginal peoples
AST5-10 identifies and applies appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
AST5-11 selects and uses a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings
Related Stage 4 outcomes: AST4-1, AST4-3, AST4-4, AST4-7, AST4-8, AST4-10, AST4-11
Outcomes referred to in this document are from Aboriginal Studies Years 7-10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2020


[bookmark: _Toc53755080]Learning sequence 1: Aboriginal Peoples and customary visual arts practices
Students:
· describe the diversity of visual arts of Aboriginal Peoples and compare a range of styles and forms, for example painting, carving, weaving
· assess the role of customary visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples
[bookmark: _Toc53755081]Diversity of visual arts
· Access the Art Gallery of NSW Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander galleries online. Select four different art works from the collection in a range of styles. Describe the range of visual arts works in terms of the diversity of materials, subject matter and techniques. Complete the table below to document the range of Aboriginal artwork styles.
	Name of artwork
	Name of artist and Country
	Date of publication
	Subject matter
	Materials used
	Artistic technique

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


· Investigate the role of Songlines in Aboriginal art. Summarise the information on this webpage and discuss what it tells the audience about the diversity of visual arts practices of Aboriginal Peoples and the range of styles and forms, for example painting, carving, weaving.
[bookmark: _Toc53755082]Role of customary visual arts
· Conduct a brainstorm about what you believe the role of customary visual arts are in Aboriginal societies. 
· Read through the information Visual art and Aboriginal knowledges about the role of visual arts in Aboriginal societies. Add your findings to your brainstorm.
· Complete a quick, write activity, assessing the role of customary visual arts as a means of transmitting culture and knowledge between generations.
· 

[bookmark: _Toc53755083]Learning sequence 2: Impact of invasion and colonisation
Students:
· explain the impact of invasion and colonisation on Aboriginal visual arts, for example disruption of arts practices inter-generationally, access to materials and sites, policies affecting Aboriginal Peoples
· describe some of the ways in which invasion and colonisation have affected the visual arts practices and conventions of Aboriginal Peoples, for example:
· adaptation of materials
· style, mode, medium
· meaning and purpose
· audience
[bookmark: _Toc53755084]Impact of invasion and colonisation on visual arts
· Complete a KWLH Chart about the impact of invasion and colonisation on Aboriginal visual arts. 
· Read the Australian Art Network - Urban and History of Hermannsburg, and watch Aboriginal Artists of the 19th Century (duration 3:35), discuss the impact of invasion and colonisation on Aboriginal visual arts and add the information presented in these texts in the L column as the discussion is completed. 
[bookmark: _Toc53755085]Impacts on visual arts practices and conventions
Teacher note - education resources for the exhibition can be found as a hyperlink on the right hand side of the website.
· Explore and explain the impact of invasion and colonisation on Aboriginal visual arts as represented in the exhibition Defying Empire: 3rd National Indigenous Art Triennial. Use the education resource from the exhibition to complete the following task:
· Choose three of the featured artists and explain the how invasion and colonisation have impacted their artwork.
	Artist
	Name of Artwork
	Impact of invasion and colonisation in the artwork

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


· Undertake an investigation of Ghost net art and the Deadly drifting ghosts:
· Create a collage of images of ghost net sculptures that demonstrates the ways that invasion and colonisation have changed the materials and messages of Aboriginal artists. 
· In your collage, include information about the ways in which the artists convey cultural narratives and environmental messages to audiences.


[bookmark: _Toc53755086]Learning sequence 3: Significance of visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples
Students:
· analyse the significance of visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples, including:
· survival and continuity of cultural heritage
· connection with Country, family and kinship systems
· Aboriginal identities and spiritualities
· making social and political comments
· examine the ways Aboriginal cultures, images and experiences are represented in the visual arts to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal audiences
· assess the influence of contemporary technologies on visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples
[bookmark: _Toc53755087]Significance of visual arts
· Using the information from the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art and further research, create a concept map about the significance of visual arts to Aboriginal people. The concept map should include the following related ideas:
· survival and continuity of cultural heritage, 
· connection with Country,
· family and kinship systems
· Aboriginal identities and spiritualities
· making social and political comments 
Conduct a peer discussion around the relationships and significance of each of the specific ideas.
· Investigate the significance of the work of contemporary photojournalist Aunty Barb McGrady. Her photographs form a visual record of Aboriginal identity and contemporary representations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. Aunty Barbara McGrady has documented the positive contributions Aboriginal Peoples have made to culture and community, in her depictions of sporting and political events and empowering moments in history. Read the Barbara McGrady – Always will be website, then complete the following tasks: 
· Identify three works by Aunty Barbara McGrady that appeal to you. 
· Using Padlet, explain the messages about identity the three chosen pictures convey and the social, political and historical context which the images reflect. 
Teacher note - the next activity is based on the ABC series This Place: Artist series. Complete the following pre-learning tasks before viewing the television show.
· Identify a local space that you feel a connection with (your home for example) and complete the following:
· go for a walk through this space and collect a range of items that catch your attention; leaves, twigs, feathers, man-made items
· transform your connection into a sculpture using string, wire or glue 
· explain to the class how your finished sculpture reflects your sense of connection to that local place and describe how your connection to certain places has shaped your identity and cultural heritage.
· View a range of clips from “This Place: Artist Series”. The series focuses on six Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists from the National Gallery of Australia. In the clips each artist shares their connection to country. Answer the following questions while watching the clips:
· How does the artist’s connection to Country inspire their art and form their identity?
· How have certain places across Australia influenced the artmaking practice of these artists?
Outline ways that the artist’s work comments on a connection with Country, survival, spirituality and makes social political comment.
[bookmark: _Toc53755088]Representations of Aboriginal cultures
Teacher note – the completion of the table may be done as a class brainstorming or class discussion task to gain a variety of interpretations of the representation of the collections.
· Complete the following table to examine the ways that Aboriginal culture, image and experiences are represented in the National Gallery of Australia (NGA). Choose one item from each of the NGA Aboriginal collections. Write down how the collection represents Aboriginal cultures, images and experiences.
	Collection
	Item
	Representation of Aboriginal cultures, images and experiences

	19th Century objects
	
	

	Early Western desert paintings 1971-1974
	
	

	Hermannsburg school
	
	

	Textiles
	
	

	Early Bark Paintings and sculpture – pre 1980
	
	

	Contemporary
	
	


Using the information from the table above, discuss how the impact of these artworks may be different for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal audiences.
[bookmark: _Toc53755089]Influence of contemporary technologies
· Investigate the work of contemporary Aboriginal artists Tracey Moffatt or Reko Rennie and complete the following table, exploring the positive and negative influences of contemporary technology on visual arts practices.
	Artists
	Positive influence 
	Negative influence 
	Overall Assessment of the influence

	Tracey Moffatt
	
	
	

	Reko Rennie
	
	
	


· Write a paragraph assessing whether the impact of technology on Aboriginal visual arts practices has been more positive than negative. In your paragraph, you should justify your argument using references to specific artworks or artists.


[bookmark: _Toc53755090]Learning sequence 4: Concepts and themes in visual arts
Students:
· explain a range of responses by Aboriginal Peoples and non-Aboriginal people about concepts and themes in the visual arts, for example:
· permanence and non-permanence of intergenerational transmission of knowledge
· commodification of visual arts for example, investment
· individual and community ownership of visual art
· visual art for communication and instruction
· assess the changing responses to visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples nationally and internationally, including:
· inclusive curatorial practices and education programs
· representation in international art markets and exhibitions
[bookmark: _Toc53755091]Responses to concepts and themes
· Explore Tony Albert's memorial for Indigenous diggers in Hyde Park Sydney "Yininmadyemi: Thou Didst Let Fall" that was created in 2015 as a tool for communication and instruction about our shared national history. The work is a site of commemoration. Some find the look of the work confronting and others think that this memorial was long overdue. 
· Watch Living Black - Yininmadyemi - Thou Didst Let Fall (duration 27:00) and reflect on the personal story that inspired Albert to create this work. 
· Write a paragraph to explain the symbolism in the work by referring to the materials, scale and arrangement of the different parts in the work. 
· Undertake research to identify and investigate a range of responses to the sculpture from both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples. Brainstorm the range of responses and then organise your responses into affinity diagram showing the range of responses. 
· As a class, discuss why there is a range of responses to the sculpture.
[bookmark: _Toc53755092]Changing responses to practices
Teacher note – before starting the task key words may need to be explained. For instance, curatorial practices.
When using the information from the Songlines: Tracking the seven sisters webpage, specifically access the information on Creating and curating Songlines. Students may need support to understand this text, depending on the ability of your cohort.
· Explore the inclusive curatorial practices that took place to develop the exhibition Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters. This exhibition was created in consultation with the Traditional Owners of the stories and tells an ancient creation story of the Australian desert.  Answer the following question:
· Using examples from the Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters exhibition, what do you think are the positive or negative outcomes of inclusive curatorial practices and why?
· Explore the large-scale sculptures called Kungkarrangkalnga-ya Parrpakanu (Seven Sisters Are Flying) made by the Tjanpi desert weavers in the interactive education resource that accompanies the exhibition and reveals the story of the seven sisters. 
· Create a storyboard to tell the story of the Seven Sisters.
· Write a paragraph assessing the effectiveness of the interactive website as a learning tool.
· Read the Smithsonian magazine’s, Contemporary Aboriginal Art, detailing the origins and progressions of the Papunya Tula artists. 
Create a timeline of the Papunya Tula artists and their changing representation in art markets and exhibitions, from local to global since 1972.
[bookmark: _Toc51572678]

[bookmark: _Toc53755093]Learning sequence 5: Accountability for Aboriginal images
Students:
· explain key concepts around public accountability for the presentation of Aboriginal images, including:
· Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) and individual intellectual property (IP)
· ownership of copyright
· cultural misappropriation
· principles and protocols for community consultation regarding use of images
· explore the ways in which technological change has influenced accountability in relation to visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples, for example:
· use of Aboriginal cultural graphics in online content
· dissemination and promotion of art work internationally, for example public domain
· explain how technological change has influenced accountability in relation to visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples, for example:
· designing a protocol statement
· designing and developing an information resource, for example: infographic, video, blog, vlog, podcast
[bookmark: _Toc53755094]Concepts of public accountability
· Read and view information about Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) on the Smart copy website.
· Complete a quick, write activity, explaining what Indigenous cultural intellectual property is.
· Identify the key points concepts about copyright and ICIP. Using Whiteboard, outline each of the key concepts and their complexities concerning ownership of Aboriginal copyright and ICIP.
· Read the interviews and article from the Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) on Fake Aboriginal art: ethics and appropriation. Complete the following tasks: 
· discuss the ways that the MCA works to ensure that cultural misappropriation does not take place in their store or in the gallery.
· Create a poster to promote the work the MCA does to prevent cultural misappropriation.
· Conduct research into the principles and protocols for Aboriginal community consultation regarding the use of images. Using the information obtained from your research, create a protocol statement that addresses the key issues in ensuring appropriate and respectful use of Aboriginal imagery.
· Imagine you are working with a team to curate an exhibition of Indigenous art for the National Gallery of Australia. Examine the National Gallery of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Rights and Engagement policy. Use a Frayer diagram to explain four concepts within the statement that would influence your work and why.
[bookmark: _Toc53755095]Influence of technology on accountability
Teacher note - students will need to understand copyright and the laws relating to it prior to starting this task.
· Search the internet and select two distinctly different images of Aboriginal artwork. Complete the following tasks:
· Identify and outline the copyright that applies to the two specific images you have found. 
· Was it easy to identify this copyright information?
Identify the steps they would have to take to gain permission to use the images for personal, educational and commercial purposes.
Complete a quick, write task based on the information they have found on the challenges technology, specifically online content, has on accountability and respect of copyright for Aboriginal imagery


[bookmark: _Toc53755096]Learning sequence 6: Contribution of visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples
Students:
· evaluate the contribution of visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples to Australia’s identity and international image
· evaluate the ways Aboriginal art enterprises have contributed to the local, regional and national economy
[bookmark: _Toc53755097]Contribution of Aboriginal artists to Australia’s image
· Create a collaborative post-it note brainstorm discussing Australia’s identity and international image. 
· Complete a jigsaw activity exploring the following resources and what they discuss in relation to the contribution of visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples to Australia’s identity and international image: 
· National Museum Australia - Papunya Tula
· Indigenous art centres that sustain remote communities are at risk 
· APY Art Centre Collective 
[bookmark: _Toc53755098]Contribution of Aboriginal art enterprises to Australia’s economy
· Conduct research into the benefits of Indigenous art to local, regional and the Australian national economy. Using Canva create an infographic to show the value of Aboriginal art to the Australian economy in a range of places and at a range of scales. 


[bookmark: _Toc53755099]Case study
In the planning, delivery and evaluation of case studies, schools should work in partnership with their local Aboriginal community, or appropriate knowledge holders to identify suitable resources, including additional contacts and appropriate publications. The study of a contrasting community allows students to develop an understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal cultures and Torres Strait Islander cultures and expressions of identity.
[bookmark: _Toc51572679][bookmark: _Toc53755100]Aboriginal Peoples and the visual arts case study
Students investigate visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples, using local examples where possible. In the planning, delivery and evaluation of case studies, schools should work in partnership with their local Aboriginal community, and/or appropriate knowledge holders to identify suitable resources, including additional contacts and appropriate publications.
Students:
· apply ethical research skills, including protocols for consultation to work effectively with Aboriginal Peoples and communities
· demonstrate understanding of ethical responsibilities surrounding Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP)
· investigate visual arts practices by Aboriginal Peoples, using local examples where possible
· communicate findings and conclusions of the case study effectively and appropriately 
Teacher note – case studies require local consultation. Both the AECG and ALC have links on their websites to local organisations. The presentation does not have to be a Google Site it could be a PowerPoint presentation or even a poster.
· In consultation with either the local Aboriginal Education Consultation Group (AECG) or the local Aboriginal Land Council (ALC) engage with a local Aboriginal artist or artists.
· Using the knowledge learnt throughout the topic students formulate questions about a variety of visual arts practises which they can ask the local artist.
· Create a Google Site discussing both the artist and the use of Aboriginal visual arts practices in the local area.
· 

[bookmark: _Toc51572680][bookmark: _Toc53755101]Assessment task
[bookmark: _Toc51572681]Teacher note – when using this task, ensure it is placed on the school template and follows all assessment requirements.
The outcomes have been linked to specific aspects of the task.  This is to ensure clarity when allocating grades for each outcome. 
[bookmark: _Toc53755102]Outcomes
AST5-1 describes the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity 
AST5-3 describes the dynamic nature of Aboriginal cultures 
AST5-10 identifies and applies appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
AST5-11 selects and uses a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings 
[bookmark: _Toc51572682][bookmark: _Toc53755103]Task
· Take inspiration from the practice of Aunty Barb McGrady, and other Aboriginal photographic artists, create a photographic essay documenting and celebrating an Aboriginal community.
· Conduct research into the principles and protocols for Aboriginal community consultation regarding the use of images. Using the information obtained from your research, create a protocol statement that addresses the key issues in ensuring appropriate and respectful use of Aboriginal imagery.
· Along with the photographic essay students must submit their protocol statement and a one-page written response explaining how the photographic essay explores Aboriginal identity and the dynamic nature of Aboriginal cultures.


[bookmark: _Toc51572683][bookmark: _Toc53755104]Marking criteria
	Criteria
	Grade

	· Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity
· Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the dynamic nature of Aboriginal culture
· Demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding by identifying and applying appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
· Effectively communicates complex ideas and information by selecting and using a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings.
	A

	· Demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity
· Demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the dynamic nature of Aboriginal culture
· Demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding by identifying and applying appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
· Clearly communicates complex ideas and information by selecting and using a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings.
	B

	· Demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity
· Demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the dynamic nature of Aboriginal culture
· Demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding by identifying and applying appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
· Communicates ideas in an appropriate manner by selecting and using a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings.
	C

	· Demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity
· Demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the dynamic nature of Aboriginal culture
· Demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding by identifying and attempting to apply appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
· Communicates ideas in a descriptive manner by attempting to select and use a range of research techniques and technologies to locate, select, organise and communicate information and findings.
	D

	· Demonstrates elementary knowledge and understanding of the factors that contribute to an Aboriginal person’s identity
· Demonstrates elementary knowledge and understanding of the dynamic nature of Aboriginal culture
· Demonstrates elementary knowledge and understanding by identifying appropriate community consultation protocols and ethical research practices to gather, protect and interpret data 
· Demonstrates elementary skills in communicating ideas and selecting information.
	E
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