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By the end of the unit, you should be able to:

° recognise and identify Korean vowels and consonants
° read and write Korean syllables

° write your name in Korean

° type short words and useful expressions in Korean
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Copyright

This resource contains information, data, documents, pages and images (‘the material’) prepared by the NSW Curriculum

and Learning Innovation Centre (NSW CLIC). The material is subject to copyright under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), and

it is owned by the State of New South Wales through the Department of Education and Communities although it may
contain material that is owned by other parties.

e  The Department of Education and Communities encourages the availability, dissemination and exchange of public
information. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise freely deal with the material for any purpose,
on the condition that you include the copyright notice '© State of New South Wales through the Department of
Education and Communities' on all uses.

You must, however, obtain permission from the Department if you wish to:

e charge others for access to the work (other than at cost)

. include all or part of the work in advertising or a product for sale, or

. modify all or part of the work.

To obtain such permission please contact NSW CLIC Business Development at clic.marketing@det.nsw.edu.au

You may publish the material to another website, however if you publish an entire document or publication, we prefer you

to make a direct link to this website to ensure that the latest version is always displayed.

Disclaimer

In compiling the information contained in and accessed through this website, NSW CLIC has used its best endeavours to

ensure that the information is correct and current at the time of publication but takes no responsibility for any error,

omission or defect therein.

To the extent permitted by law, the Department of Education and Communities and NSW CLIC, its employees, agents

and consultants exclude all liability for any loss or damage (including indirect, special or consequential loss or damage)

arising from the use of, or reliance on the information contained herein, whether caused or not by any negligent act or
omission. If any law prohibits the exclusion of such liability, the Department and NSW CLIC limits their liability to the
extent permitted by law, for the resupply of the information.

Third party sites
This website may contain links to third party websites and resources. Neither the Department nor NSW CLIC are

responsible for the condition or content of these sites or resources as they are not under the control of the Department or
NSW CLIC.

'/ This material is licensed under the National Educational Access Licence for Schools (NEALS). Schools
‘ administered or represented by parties to NEALS may freely reproduce and/or make available online or
electronically transmit this material in whole or part for educational uses.

The NSW Department of Education and Communities would like to acknowledge the following people who have
contributed to the development of this resource:

lNustrations: Ga Hee Lee & Joanne Lee-Jung
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Tune in

Look at the pictures. Discuss in English.
¢ How many letters does the English alphabet have?
¢ Find the Korean letters from the picture below. How many are they?

¢ How is this different from the English alphabet?

Search for the information about King Sejong, the Great
and find out why he is famous!

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 5/43
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Qe
=/

The Korean alphabet, called Hangeul (8t =), was
invented in 1444 by King Sejong the Great with a group
of scholars. It is a phonetic system like the English
alphabet, which means you write the words as they
sound. It is simple and systematic. The original name of
Hangeul (8t=) was Hunminjeongeum (2 2! & &) which

literally means ‘correct sounds for educating the general

public’.

Back in those days, only Korean scholars and nobles were able to read and write and
they used Chinese characters. For this reason, King Sejong the Great invented Hangeul
(8'2) so all people across the country could become literate.

Hangeul (8t =) is also known as Achimgeul (Ot & 2) which means you can learn
Hangeul (8t =) within a morning. Hangeul (8t 2) is very easy to learn, therefore it was
once said that a wise man could learn Hangeul (8t =) before morning was over.

How quickly do you think you will
learn to write in Korean?

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 6/43
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Introduction to Hangeul, the Korean alphabet

Hangeul consists of ten simple vowels and
fourteen consonants that are variously

combined to form syllables. These are then
strung together to form words and phrases.

The consonants were designed to follow the
form of the vocal organs, and vowels were
made in the form of elements of the
universe.

Below are the 10 basic vowels and 14 basic consonants.

1. Basicvowels: F F 1 4 — 1w 7+ 7 — |

Basicconsonants: 7" . c 2 o0 A ox =\ E TS

In addition, there are 11 combined vowels (diphthongs) and 5 double consonants.

1. Combined vowels: i H 4 4 ok = + ol o Al -

2. Double consonants: T CC HH A XX

All the words in the written Korean language consist of syllables. They follow the basic
rules below:

1. A syllable begins with a consonant.
2. A syllable has at least one consonant and one vowel.

3. Consonants and vowels are grouped together into blocks to make one syllable.

As a general rule Hangeul is written from top to bottom and from left to right. Strokes are
never interrupted, even when they change direction halfway.

4]

i LA

—

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 7143
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Simple vowels

@ @ ®
H—>
l 2)— (O3 © l
| ® I
Il =
@—
[a] [eo] [o] [u] [eu] [i]
ah bus oh do taken teeth
® . o (€ — O—>
b | il | T
@—
lya] [yeo] [yo] [yul
yard yawn Yo-yo you
Explanation
The vowels are made using a combination of three basic signs, ® — | representing

the three essentials of the universe.

W Did you know? According to the philosophy of Korean tradition, the
universe consists of the sky (heaven), land (the earth and nature), and
person (human being). It is called & X 2! cheon-ji-in.

~%

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 8/43
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I' 'l —L-"T": These four basic vowels are formed by combining those three signs.

—

+'=|-
$ + = 4
9 + = ==

-+

G >

Z? W Did you know? When you combine cheon-ji-in together, you will get the

symbol for ‘woman’.

cheon )

- s 9

in |

I: :| 4L TT: with the addition of one extra line to these 4 vowels,  F 3 1L 7T’ can

be made. To pronounce these new vowels, simply add a ‘y’ sound to the original vowels.

r [a] K ; [ya]
1 [eo] K i [yeo]
L [0] > 1 [yo]
T [u] 2 L [yul

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 9/43
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Listen carefully and repeat Track 2

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 10/43
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? Let’s write!

Trace over each letter above with your finger. Follow the correct order for writing it. Say
it to yourself as you trace over it.

A vowel cannot be written by itself \
and must be preceded by a
consonant when it is written.

So a silent consonant © must be
added with vowels. Just think of this
silent O as a place holder replacing

Qe missing consonant. J

As consonant O is silent, the following vowels have the same sound as vowels. Listen
again and repeat.

OF OF Of | O

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 11/43
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Let’s write!

Trace over each letter with your finger. Follow the correct order for writing it. Say it to
yourself as you trace over it.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 12/43
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Let’s read!

Look at the pictures below and read the words aloud.

o
\ ¢

Read aloud the letters below and make a word by joining them up.

Ot 0] 0] 0] 0] (= ? =
’ =)

10

0] & 0l

30

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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j Let's speak!

Ask your partner to pick some images randomly, and then follow the lines with your
finger to find out the word. Say it aloud when your finger reaches each word. Take turns.

Ol

10
30

Ol

<L 0l

o1 0]

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 14/43
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ors Sing along! Track 4

Vowel song

S OF H<20F HotLI?
yeo-u-ya yeo-u-ya mwo-ha-ni

OlOFH 2227 20l [repeat 4 times]

.'AJ | |
ST 1T T T 1 —
Y v = e
OlE0F o020 Hot—--U HOHHEHLRES @ 0l
T .
A s s B I B s S e I T ——1+—T—1 -
I B — B R I N A A o < —
.
o0t O 22 28 ©° 0l oot 2R 2R
8
G | | ,
AT I | Y | — | | I | 1}
~—= o = ] il
\.!_! & & ¥ [ - - - | = 1}
e 0l o o o0 6 2 8 & &8 @ 0]

o

é/ Let's play a game!

Tongue twisters

Read the following letters as fast as you can.

a. OF20 20122 0F b. SHRHROI=

c. 504 <20+0|0F d. 20/0t0I20I5

e. 20120200k f. OFOFO{ O4 OFOFOH OF

§ LRSS h. OO 2 25 20|

Form a group. Have one person from each group say the letters. The person who can
say the letters fastest and most accurately is the winner.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 15/43



Let’s learn Hangeul - Coursebook

Vowel combinations 1

o
yeah i

met

<~
S
—©

|m
5
E
)
>

Explanation

The vowel ‘|| is a combination of two single vowels, ‘| and | .

The vowel H is a combination of |‘ and | .

4 )
i+ 1 =

o+ | = |
- J

Again, with an additional line to ‘|| and H , the new vowels :” and H can be formed.

To pronounce these vowels, you can simply add a ‘y’ sound to the original vowels.

r D
el > 4 Ilyel

Hae] > H [yae]
- J

Although it is difficult to distinguish the difference between the pronunciation of H /Al
and H /4| respectively you should be careful with the spellings because the meaning of

a word can be changed. For practical purposes, you can consider the pronunciation the

same: |=0H, Oil=0H

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 16/43
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‘)) Listen carefully and repeat tracs

b@ Let’s play a game!

Tongue twister!

Read the following letters as fast as you can.

a. 0l =20l == 01 O b. <010 OIGIOINI
c. LUl KLUl X2=20I d. OFO| OFOI OH OH OH
e. OHOIIOHOIIOLOI OF f. 20|0ll0t0I0I<20|5~=

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 17/43
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Let’s have a rap battle

Create and perform a rap song using only Korean vowel sounds.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 18/43
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Consonants

® O—> ® ®
®
-1 =2 0
L 1
\—) @—
[9/K] [n] [d/t] [r/1] [m]
goose nacho diving ribbon marshmallow

0] Oe=d (€
H—>
[b/p] [s] [silence/ ng]* [] [ch]
bat shark sing jaguar chimpanzee

O—
®_

3
| — )

[h]

kangaroo television puzzle Halloween

When it comes to handwriting, the following
consonants, =, = and S can be written slightly
differently from the print font above.

Print letter Handwriting

| e
ST

w

A\

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 19/43
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Explanation

The shapes of basic consonants T Ao represent the shapes of lips,

tongue or throat when the consonant is pronounced.

N
G &Y g =

The shape of the tongue root

The shape of the tongue body

The shape of the lips

The shape of the tooth

o »/0r J

The shape of the throat

Some consonants get a stronger aspirated sound by adding extra lines.

e A

1 gl > A (k]
= dl - = [t]
X (i = X [ch]
=) Bl = v [p]
4 =
£ O - o] [h] =y
J \& y )
O o J @

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 20/43
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[!)j' Listen carefully and repeat tracke

— Goose - Nac_ho
HE L=

Nl —

P Diving = Ribbon
Ctol el cl=

o Marshmallow
OrAI Y =

AL Shark — Sing
o0

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 21/43
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Chimpanzee

F=REIDN

Kangaroo
B2

Television
S isIpS!

Puzzle
S

Halloween

el 2

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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Let’s write!

Trace over each Korean consonant with your finger. Follow the correct order for writing
it. Say it to yourself as you trace over it.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 23/43
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The function of the consonant O

You have already learned that a consonant must be
added to a vowel to be written as a letter. As O has

no sound value, it is used as the first consonant in a
syllable which has only the vowel sound.

When O falls at the end of a syllable, it makes an
‘ng’ sound as in ‘sing’.

In Korean, the following sounds don't exist! \

@®eb @ w

So = [ p ]is used for the @and @sounds. Actually
‘fax’ is pronounced as ‘pax’ and ‘photo’ is ‘poto’.

_J

\

Likewise, = [ b ] replaces the @sound as in ‘biolin’ for ‘violin’ and

= [j]is used for @ sound as in ‘joo’ for ‘zoo’.

Lastly, = [ t]is used for the @sound as in ‘maraton’ for ‘marathon’!

»

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 24/43
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D

Let’s play a game!
Form two teams. A Korean consonant letter will be given to you. As a group or by
yourself, make the shape of the Korean letter with your body and let the other team
guess the letter.

One person from each team guesses the letter that the other team is making. The team
that guesses the most letters correctly within the given time wins

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 25/43
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Syllabic construction 1

A syllable is formed when at least one consonant and one vowel are put together.

C

\'

/

\

o

+
/

Note: C stands for Consonants, and V stands for Vowels.

Explanation

A Korean consonant always comes with a vowel to form a syllable. In other words,
consonants need vowels and vice versa. For example, bus should be written as B{ A in
Korean, not H ..

bu
b

S
S

te

El

S
A

t
E

boa
L

For the following vertical vowels such as‘|‘ |: '| :| | '|| H =|| H’consonants are

located on the left hand side of the vowel.

For the following horizontal vowels such as ‘=--L T 7T — consonants are located on

top of the vowel.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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m Let’s read!

Now you can combine consonants and vowels to make more syllables. Just blend the
sounds in order. Here are some examples.

L — c = (- = A | O

S

I.

.|

-

T | — AL

F

X

=

=

I

S

ST,

.|

I.

.|

L

1

AL

TT

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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l‘)) Listen carefully and repeat rrack 7

p-

ANELl

HICI <L

EAE

=[S

Sydney
A @

w

) Fa E0E

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 28/43
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|2} O}ES J

212 | = [IEE]
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Vowel combinations 2

9 ® - ®
® | O— l O— l l l
| ®> @ )
) — ll®" | @
wah want where west
® ®
®— | o |
1 p—
wield win
Explanation

Look carefully at the vowel combinations above.

4+ k=4

L+ H=ul

++4=+H
T+ =4l

L+ | =4

—+ 1=

@ Listen carefully and repeat Track s

The vowel sounds of LH | L| have
almost lost their distinction in Korean
speech. They have the very similar
pronunciation, although they are spelled
differently to distinguish the meanings of
different words in written texts.

NEBEBIENERIED

0IH

b. \
c. \
d. \

S AF ][?l][ SH K ]

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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With your partner, read the following words. Guess the meanings of the words.

ANELEHS | p

ol IAE OIS

£

EER

[ #1013 |
n[ 20| 4O | Prre
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Double consonants

11 | CC | B | AA | AKX

[kk] [tt] [PP] [ss] [ii]

Explanation

There are five stressed consonants for which we use double symbols. Look at the words
in the picture.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 32/43
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1‘)) Listen carefully and repeat rrack o

O 774

X ZH

H| M2

3 77|12

a3

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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Syllabic construction 2

We have already learned that we need at least one consonant and one vowel to form a
syllable. However, a second and third consonant can be used in the same letter.

C

Vv

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012
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Explanation

The final consonant, called batchim, only comes in seven sounds and in most cases, the
sound of the final consonant is the same as when it is used as an initial consonant.

C Vv ¢
V
c / batchim C / batchim

. n
Batchim sound Sample words
value
oA k =, 54, &
- n =
=0, 2, &, 2, g,
CAXXE S M t
DHCH AT
=2 =
(] m %m'
= I p &,
o ng 3

Example: The consonants A = X are pronounced as ‘t’ when used as a batchim, so
although 8! & 2! have different meanings (comb, light and debt), they have the
same pronunciation.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 35/43
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Listen carefully and repeat track 10

=
a =, 29,4

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 36/43
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Other basic pronunciation rules

Linking: When a batchim is followed by a vowel, then the sound moves into the position
before the vowel. Look at these examples:

20]>2A]
80l2-0ILIR

H20]- B

Double final consonants: \When two consonants are used as the final consonants, only
the first final consonant is pronounced. For example:

2p-2h st

Note: ‘21" and ‘20’ are the only
exceptions. In this case the
second consonant is pronounced.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 37/43
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Cultural spotlight

Traditional Korean costumes and accessories

Hanbok is Korean traditional dress for both men and women. The
letter St han means ‘Korean’ in the word, t= han-bok, and = bok
means clothing. There are some other words starting with St han
meaning ‘Korean’ such as &= han-guk the country of Korea, &=
han-geul Korean alphabet, 8t= han-ok Korean house, St X| han-ji
Korean paper, and &t4! han-sik Korean food.

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 m 40/43
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Project

Have you seen a Korean keyboard before? The Korean keyboard is easy to remember if
you can distinguish Korean vowels and consonants. The left half of the keyboard has
consonants and the right half of the keyboard has all of the vowels. To type double
consonants or diphthong vowels (e.g. H ,1l), simply press the Shift key and the key of
the consonant or the diphthong vowel.

Try typing the following expressions in Korean:

M =5IeLICH (Happy birthday to you)
g2l 22l AD0tA (Merry Christmas)

DESLICHor ZAFZLICH (Thank you)
M2 (I love you)

Sample
Make a special card for someone in Korean

Dear John using these expressions. Don't forget to type
your name in Korean!

MA=FHELICH
Happy birthday to you

© State of New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities, 2012 41/43
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Hangeul chart

= N J|o|mU|o|T|X| O K| K| ~n|WD|FH| 10
— | T T T D8 | 83X S KRN 3| ©
= N | J |0 nv|o|l T X|o | K| K|~ o #|10
= X T ) o/ 0| d|fF| X & K| K| KN |O|FH|I1®
— N | JdJjd oD <O | K|K |~ W H]|41
| | | J ol b ol ol <{) ol KI| Kl m| w| Al 1o
FE| M| JF| UE| WE| OF| OF | <E| OF| KE| KE| M| WE| HE| {0F
F| - JF| ok ko 3R <E| ok KF| KE|TH| uk| HE o
1 H H H MW O H A A KK M| WH] H|
1 H| H H W H H A A KK M| WH] H]
— N OO0 |0 0| <O | K| K| N3]
— N | d U |o|0|<|Oo| K| K| ™| W|H|O
w RITIT R | E RS R R W R
— KT U WM e XS KK N T W

r 4, U m O 1o < o K| K| T| Ww| H| {0
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With a partner

Decide who is A and who is B. Read the words with your partner, and check your
pronunciation together.

A | OtOI 22

B|9M$%

A | 18] P BIIE 6o o | s | B8 P

B ‘ EEEEI0E S E

| can:
e recognise and

identify Korean
B ‘ Et fAI0IH vowels and

A |10t 202
o
B‘MUQ&UQ
o3
Checklist
A‘ﬂﬂ%ﬂ

consonants
e trace over each letter
in the correct stroke
A ‘ &7 272l pen
e explain construct
syllables in Hangeul

B | M2 HI MR e read Korean loan
words
e how Hangeul was
created
A ‘ S FH eIyl ol &R e type Korean words
and useful

\ expressions. /

o
¥
o
i
ol
Hl
[
H
=
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ARIRANG HANGEUL COURSE BOOK ANSWERS

N.A

ARIRANG HANGEUL COURSE BOOK TRANSCRIPT

Track

Transcript

track 1

Korean Arirang course book
Let’s learn Hangeul

track 2

Listen carefully and repeat

SOOI

track 3

Listen carefully and repeat

OFOFO1 O
oges

=10

track 4

Korean vowel song

track 5

Listen carefully and repeat

OH
OH
Ol
Ol
OH
OH
Ol
Ol
OH O Cdl 1l
OH OK Ol il
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track 6

Listen carefully and repeat

A0 » C 0o nnr J

m U

H

track 7

Listen carefully and repeat

gHLELE
AEL]
IOt
HICI 2
F=A
EAE
HILIA
B A
E0t&
ctCl 2
PNES
H1l
AT A
Jtoil et
QU A
JI2E
ItctOrEt
Q2o A
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track 8 Listen carefully and repeat
a.
et %, o, Al 2, 7, 2
b.
oR, BEIY, AR
C.
AOoIH , 2LIZ, It
d.
Ol AL, M, TH K
track 9 Listen carefully and repeat
O DH
OF bt
=9)]
M oH
2l [
M2
M2
HI Mt 2
)l
ug g
gl
10 0F
track 10 Listen carefully and repeat
a.
=, 20
b.
=, 2, 2
C.
==, 2, &, £, &, O, AUl
d.
e.
a0 &, 8, &
f.
Z, o, A, YT
g.
3, 8, 4, &
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