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Acknowledgement of Country

We recognise the ongoing Custodians of the 
lands and waterways where we work and live. 
We pay respect to Elders past and present as 
ongoing teachers of knowledge, songlines and 
stories.

We strive to ensure every Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander learner in NSW achieves their 
potential through education.
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Behaviour Specialists – Team Around a School

Nicole Carrabott
Behaviour Specialist Advisor

Jodie Harris
Behaviour Specialist Officer
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Setting up for success 2023
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Social classroom
environment: modelling 
positive behaviour, building 
relationships

Physical classroom 
environment: classroom 
layout and planned seating, 
visual supports

30 May Tuesday 3.35-4.35 pm Creating a positive classroom environment



Setting up for success 2023
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Developing expectations and rules 
for student behaviour

Establishing procedures and 
predictable routines in your 
classroom

Teaching rules and routines

14 June Wednesday 3.35-4.35 pm Preventing and supporting low level disruptive 
behaviour



Setting up for success 2023
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Understanding behaviour and its 
function

Responding to and encouraging 
expected behaviour

Strategies to respond effectively 
to inappropriate student behaviour

27 June Tuesday 3.35-4.35 pm Responding to challenging student behaviour



Australian Professional Teaching Standards 
addressed in this session:
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4.1.1

Identify strategies to 
support inclusive 
student participation 
and engagement in 
classroom activities



Learning intentions
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By the end of this session, participants will:

Identify practical strategies and approaches to 
apply in the classroom to create:

• Positive social classroom environments

• Positive physical classroom 
environments
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Before we begin...

Positive Classroom Environment
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A positive classroom 
environment

Positive Classroom Environment
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A positive classroom environment
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Social and physical factors
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Social
Relationships and belonging

Model positive behaviour

Know your students

Context for learning

Physical
Air, light, ventilation, acoustics

Organised, structured displays

Furniture and seating 
arrangements
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Positive social classroom 
environment

Positive Classroom Environment
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Impact of a positive social environment
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Knowing your students

 Voice and agency
 Interests
 Opportunities
 Recognise and value success
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Model positive behaviour
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 Body language
 Voice
 Language



Building relationships- greetings at the door
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Positive greetings 
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Studies reveal the Positive Greeting Door strategy 
produced significant improvements in academic engaged 
time and reductions in disruptive behaviour.

Results from a social validity questionnaire indicated that 
teachers found the PGD strategy to be feasible, 
reasonable, and acceptable.



2 x 10 Strategy
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A simple strategy:

Spend 2 minutes per day for 10 days in a 

row talking with an at-risk student 

about anything she or he wants to talk 

about.
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Positive physical 
classroom environment

Positive Classroom Environment
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Positive physical classroom environment

Things to consider:

 Ventilation
 Lighting
 Organisation
 Visual complexity
 Sense of belonging
 Calming colours
 Furniture size
 Access
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Classroom layout

Essential features:

 Planned seating - desk and floor

 Designated areas

 Safe space/calm area

 Storage
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Planned seating
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Match seating to 
learning tasks

 Allow for teacher 
supervision

 Consider traffic flow

 Allocate student seats



Planned seating

 Prevents disruptive behaviour

 Supportive of students with 
additional needs

 Responsive to demands of the 
learning task

 Can promote positive student 
relationships
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Visual supports
Provide students with visual information 
about activities, rules, routines and skills.

Common visual supports in the classroom 
include:

• Visual schedules

• Visual labels of materials

• First/then boards

• Social stories
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Before our next session… 

Behaviour and Active Engagement
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Suggested professional learning and reading

Classroom_Management
_Checklist.pdf 
(nsw.gov.au)

29

Classroom 
Management 
Fundamentals 

eLearning

Universal Resources Hub -
Positive Behaviour Support -
Classroom Organisation.pdf 

- All 
Documents (sharepoint.com)

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/student-wellbeing/attendance-behaviour-and-engagement/media/documents/Classroom_Management_Checklist.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/student-wellbeing/attendance-behaviour-and-engagement/media/documents/Classroom_Management_Checklist.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/student-wellbeing/attendance-behaviour-and-engagement/media/documents/Classroom_Management_Checklist.pdf
https://myplsso.education.nsw.gov.au/mylearning/catalogue/index?menu=Home
https://myplsso.education.nsw.gov.au/mylearning/catalogue/index?menu=Home
https://myplsso.education.nsw.gov.au/mylearning/catalogue/index?menu=Home
https://myplsso.education.nsw.gov.au/mylearning/catalogue/index?menu=Home
https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/universalresourceshub/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour%2FPositive%20Behaviour%20Support%20%2D%20Classroom%20Organisation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour
https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/universalresourceshub/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour%2FPositive%20Behaviour%20Support%20%2D%20Classroom%20Organisation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour
https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/universalresourceshub/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour%2FPositive%20Behaviour%20Support%20%2D%20Classroom%20Organisation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour
https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/universalresourceshub/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour%2FPositive%20Behaviour%20Support%20%2D%20Classroom%20Organisation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour
https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/sites/universalresourceshub/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour%2FPositive%20Behaviour%20Support%20%2D%20Classroom%20Organisation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Funiversalresourceshub%2FShared%20Documents%2FBehaviour
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